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The Visalia Ransacker: A 
Community Remembers 
 

Visalia in the 1970s was not much different than it is today. Itôs 
bigger  now,  yes, but the sense of community and shared history 
still runs strong.  
 
Ever since I began my career as a Tulare County prosecutor, 
people would ask me about the Visalia Ransacker. Any new leads? 
Suspects? But there were  always more than just technical 
questions about the case; it was personal for residents who lived 
here duri ng that time.  

 
When the Ransacker, also known as Joseph DeAngelo aka the 
Golden State Killer, was arrested just over three years ago, people 
began to share their memories of life 45 years ago and the climate 
of fear the Ransacker brought to the city. Pare nts locking doors 
and buying big dogs or weapons. Sightings, rumors. Some were 
even victimized by the Ransacker and remember odd items in the 
house rearranged or stolen. Many remember how the community 
came together to support the Snelling family after Pro fessor 
Snellingôs death at the hands of the Ransacker and his later 
encounter with the Visalia Police Department.  
 
Everyone had a story.  
 
Our office and local media have done a good job keeping the public 
informed on this case, but it is the community tha t  holds the real 
history.  
 
Inspired by the Sacramento District Attorneyôs Office, we in Tulare 
County are embarking on a community project like no other. We 
want your story. What was life like during the time of the 
Ransacker? How did you or your family p rotect yourselves? If you 
did not live here during that time, what did you hear about this 
mysterious figure? What were your thoughts when he was 
arrested and later sentenced for crimes across California?  
 
Our office intends to publish these memories late r this summer 
around the first anniversary of the Ransackerôs sentencing. Tell 
your story at www.tulareda.org/ransacker.  
 
Tim Ward  
Tulare County District Attorney

Celebrating Public Works 
 

The Public Works Branch of RMA has one goal: to keep Tulare 
County moving. Whether filling a quarter million potholes each 
year or maintaining the countyôs 359 bridges, these 
hardworking men and women are the caretakers of the 
countyôs transportation infrastructure, including the 
departmentôs crown jewel: 2,965 miles of maintained roads. 
The road network is an important tool, providing safe and 
reliable access for residents to schools and jobs, farmers to 
markets, and families and friends to each other. To further 
these connections, Tulare County Area Transit (TCaT) has a 
fleet of 24 buses, which each year cover a million miles total to 
move a quarter million passengers. To improve ride quality, the 
transit fleet now offers Wi-Fi on all buses. 

May 16 ï 22 is National Public Works Week, and we are 
recognizing the hardworking staff who support the county and 
keep it moving. This article highlights a bit of what Public 
Works does for you. (cont., page 2) 

Animal Adoption Corner 

 
Caroline & Coconut, six years old, are very sad cats. They were 

removed from the only home they have ever known when their 
owner was found some time after she had passed away. They have 
now survived both of their owners and truly need a patient and 
compassionate retirement home. Caroline & Coconut currently 
live together in the Tulare County Animal Shelter cattery but are 

still adjusting to their new surroundings. They are shy and quiet 
girls that staff believe would be unobtrusive in a new home. They 
would need a quiet household of understanding adults who would 
give them all the time they need to adjust. They have lived with 
other cats and enjoyed their company, but they have never lived 

with dogs. Carolineôs & Coconut's (pictured left to right) adoption 
fees are sponsored, so there would be no cost to having these girls 
join your family.  

Call County staff at the Tulare County Animal Shelter to inquire 
about how Caroline & Coconut can brighten your life today at 
(559) 636-4050!
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